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not limited to Holy Scripture, nor to any, 
nor to all the teachings that come to us with 
so much of blessing through the ages past. 
He is as near to our race to-day as He ever 
was, and as ready to impart Himself to the 
faith that can receive Him. 

Let the people wait upon God in the light 
of this glorious truth, and He will fill His 
temple and make His Church a spiritual 
house to Offer up spiritual sacrifices, accepta- 
ble to Him by Jesus Christ. 

Here will be found no palliation for the 
sin of disobedience to the heavenly visions, 
and no encouragement to withhold more 
than is meet in the assemblies of the people. 

As a preparation to be filled with the 
Spirit, and to speak the word of the Lord, 
the soul in the closet, and the church in the 
place of prayer and praise, need by humble 
waiting and holy introversion to seek com- 
munication and communion with the Father 
of spirits. 

When shut in before the Lord, waiting for 
Him to work for us in our poverty and in- 
debtedness, like the widow and her children 
with their empty vessels, the “anointing 
of oil” will be increased and may be poured 
out until all the vessels are filled. And then, 
as the Master is still sought unto, how 
blessed is the command: ‘“ Pay thy debt” 
to others, “ and live thou and thy children 
of the rest.” J. B. 

Providence, RB. I 


-_ 
For Friends’ Review. 


18 BELIEVING PRAYER ALWAYS DEFI- 
NITELY ANSWERED ? 


At a recent gathering of Christians, prin- 
cipally Friends, one who is distinguished 
for the prominence given in her teachings 
to the “assurance of faith,” related the 
example of a little child, who was in the 
habit of taking all her wants to the Divine 
ear, in the certainty of haying them sup- 
plied. Not long previously, the child had 
lost something of value, and made her ap- 
peal as usual, and “of course,” added the 
speaker, ‘‘she found it.”* A worthy 
Friend present remarked that he was not 
quite sure about that ‘of course.” He 
would not like to say that the assurance it 
implied was excessive, and yet “there 
seemed to be a hitch somewhere.”” As mul- 
titudes share the hesitation here expressed, 
it may be of value to search intw the revela- 
tions of Scripture in this matter, trusting for 
Divine illumination where it is so greatly 
needed for the guidance of Christian prayer 
and expectation. 





* This expression is quoted merely as an introduction to the 
thoughts foliowing, as it is not assumed that this speaker, if 
definin 
spirit o. 


her entire meaning, would greatly differ with the 
this article. 
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Desiring to make this article brief, it wil) 
be assumed that our familiarity with Scrip- 
tural statements will spare the extended 
quotation of texts. 

The inquiry before us stands thas :— 

First, The whole New Testament and much 
of the Old are charged with assurances, ap 
parently the most unqualified, that ever 
prayer of the believer shall be fulfilled in 
some obvious, if not literal manner; these 
assurances finding their culmination in the 
Saviour’s familiar announcement: ‘ What- 
soever ye shall aSk the Father in my name, 
He will give it you.” 

Second, The experience of Christians, even 
ofeminent standing—yea, the experience of 
the Lord himself—will testify that the most 
faithful and earnest prayers may never be 
fulfilled. The terrible cup did not “ pass 
from” our Lord, nor the “thorn in the 
flesh ” from His servant Paul. We are in- 
formed that each, had an answer to his 
prayer, but it was in the shape of strength 
to bear the utter denial of the definite peti- 
ition. Sothe “ whatsoever” did not cover 
these notable cases. Indeed, the suffering 
in mind, body and estate, throughout the 
| whole world, is a standing testimony that 
this whatsoever does not embrace all the 
| purposes of sincere Christian supplication ; 
| otherwise, among all earth's millions, there 
must be ‘ two or three”’ accepted petitioners, 
|whose prayers, were prayers irresistible, 
| would save mankind from all their woes. 
| Third, These premises being true, how are 
| we to interpret assurances which, under s 
‘certain view, are so disappointing ? 

Whether we are to find the solution to 
this question or not, there is one somewhere; 
and if our interest be fairly enlisted, the 
subject will be seen to spread out into one 
of great importance. Pausing only to say 
this one word: In the kingdom of grace, 
as in the kingdom of nature, faith does not 
hang on solutions, let us proceed, though 
not as under anxiety or necessity, to inquire 
what is right for us to know of this deep 
truth of God. 

The power and good-will of the Promiser 
being conceded, our search must be concern- 
ing the recipient. Whoand what is he who 
inevitably has his requests granted ? 

The promise of infallible answer to peti- 
tion is not made to any man as man, but as 
regenerate and indwelt by the Holy Ghost. 
We may go further: such promise is not 
even made to that compound of “old” and 
“new,” which makes up the new-born man. 
A close examination of the entire Gospel 
teaching will show that in all faith-work 
potentiality is ascribed to the Holy Ghost, 
the spirit of man consenting ; not to the spirit 
of man, the Holy Ghost consenting. The 
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sii. of Ist Corinthians is a very remarkable | 
exposition of the necessity of the Spirit’s 
vitalizing potency atevery step of the work 
of grace, from its very inception. Here we 
learn not merely that ‘no man can say that 
Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,” but 
that every successive operation to which the 
believer is a party is sovereignly wreugbt by 
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knoweth what isthe mind of the Spirit, be- 
cause he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God.” 

According to the will of God! Our ques- 
tion seems now to be answered by the same 
authority that aroused it. Effectual inter- 
cession is that which, being inspired by the 
Spirit, inevitably reflects the will of God: 


“that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing | not the mind of the man, but ‘“‘the mind of 
to every man severally as He will.” Here} the Spirit.” It is Infinite Power drawing on 
seems to be the index to an important truth. | itself, the believer presenting the draft 
If only that motion in the soul is potent} Some who have long dwelt in the happy 
which originates with the Holy Spirit, of| atmosphere of a growing submission to the 
necessity all motions of the soul not so| Divine will may account this conclusion as 
originating are impotent. It is not tobe! the merest truism. Some who regard the 
supposed, then, that those highest acts of| Divine method as best illustrated by a 
Divine communion and supplication are ex-| ‘‘ wrestling Jacob and prevailing Israel” 
ceptions to a rule which throughout revela-| may not be satisfied wich a view of prayer 
tion seems to be so distinctly announced. | that makes surrender a prime factor; find- 

It must not be furgotten that there is a} ing it —as one excellent Christian has lately 
philosophy in Divine things which we bave | objected to the writer—“ entirely too easy.” 
no right to belittle. Does not the concep-| Others, on grounds more purely philosopbi- 
tion we have named check that unguarded | cal, may be disposed to reject a conception. 
estimate of the power of human appeal,| of Divine influence, which, they fancy, ig- 
which practically puts the Divine purposes; nores man’s free will and _ responsibility. 
at the requisition, not to say of united and | Considerations of the two classes last named 
consenting prayers, but of short-sighted | and also, other outgrowths of our subject, 
prayers the most conflicting, and for which| are worthy of more attention than present 
an equal acceptance or a commun answér | limits allow; but with the Editor’s kind 
would be simply an impossibility ? | permission, they may form the ground of 

Let prevailing prayer fall into its appro-| further remarks. 
priate place, along with all other spiritual! Anticipating a part of what remains to be 
potencies, and we shall see in it not onlv| said, we dare not lay down the pen without 
“the soul’s sincere desire,” but something | observing that there are petitions which we 
vastly more: an emanation from God, of its} may know, from their very nature, to be 
own nature irresistible. In all the abundant Spirit-inspired and therefore unfailiug. One 
promises, then, of certain answer to prayer, | of these presses upon us now for such adop- 
supply the understanding so plainly implied | tion as shall make it effectual: ‘ Lord, teach 
in ‘he development-of Christian doctrine in| us how to pray!” W. C. T. 
the New Testament, and we have warrant 
for an assurance in Spirit-inspired prayer, | 
which is in accord with all parts of Scrip-| 
ture, with reason, and with all godly expe-| 
rience. Leave out this understanding, and_| 
we are in a tangle of incongruities from which 
even holy men and women will often fail to 
extract aught but uncertainty and disap 
pointment—the unenlightened scoffer stand- 
ing by with the habitual taunt: “ Where is 
now thy God?” 

Let us ponder well this passage from Ro- 
mans viii.: ‘‘We know not what we should 
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For Friends’ Review. 
CREATURELY ACTIVITY. 


I have sometimes been led to conclude 
that no expression used among Friends is 
more frequently perverted and misapplied 
than “creaturely activity.” I believe it 
quite possible that honest seekers after the 
way of life, having been made partakers of 
the “joys of God’s salvation,” with hearts 
overflowing in love to all mankind, calling 


pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings, 
(or aspirations,) which cannot be uttered.” 
It is here represented that in this bighest| 
class of Spirit-inspired prayer both know- 
ledge and power are withheld from us, and 
that we are to submit ourselves and the 
entire act to Him who can never mistake. 
The next verse tells us why this must be so. 
The mind of the man is not mentioned as 
potential, but “ He that searcheth the hearts | 


openly and earnestly upon others to “ come, 
taste and see how good the Lord is.” may 
be met with an icy coldness, and caution, to 
beware lest “‘creatarely activity,” instead of 
“Divine authority,” might be urging them 
forward in proclaiming the name of the 
Lord ; and thus the oil and the wine become 
burt by the unskilled service of those who 
watch over the flock, the Lord’s messengers 
become disheartened, and the progress of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom retarded rather than 
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promoted in the earth. Is there not more 
danger in this direction than from encourag- 
ing ‘‘a zeal which is not according to know- 
ledge?” ‘ 

It is very evident the young man that 
was born blind commenced immediately after 
receiving his sight to preach Jesus; other- 
wise, he would not have met with such a 
sharp rebuke from the Pharisees:—‘ Thou 
was altogether born in sin, and dost thou 
teach us.”’ And again, the woman that met 
the Saviour at Jacob’s well, who was of 
questionable reputation, yet hastened at 
once to the city, proclaiming to the people, 
“‘come, see a man which told me all things 
that ever I did, is not this the Christ?” 

The message of this woman was listened 

































































any criticism on account of the messenger, 
but on the contrary, we are told that many 
of the Samaritans of that city believed on 
Him for the saying of the woman, which 
testified, ‘‘He tcld me all that ever I did.” 
Thus her prompt efforts were the means of 
bringing many to the Saviour. 

The cripple healed at the beautiful gate 
of the temple, is a still more striking instance 
of acknowledging at once the power by 
which he had been “restored to perfect 
soundness in the presence of them all.” 
‘‘And he took him by the right hand and 
lifted him up; and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength, and he, leap- 
ing up, stood and walked, and entered with 
them into the temple, walking and leaping, 
and praising God.” 

There is no doubt when John saw a man 
casting out devils in Christ’s name, and 





































































































them, he thought there was altogether too 
much “creaturely activity ;” but mark the 
answer, “forbid him not, for he that is not 
against us is for us.” 

But our Lord told his disciples they 
must ‘‘tarry at Jerusalem until endued 
with power from on high.’’ The Gospel 
was to be preached at Jerusalem first, but 
the apostles had yet seen and known but 
partially, who, and what the mission of their 
Lord and Master was. They were not 
fully qualified for service, until He had as- 
cended far above all principalities and pow- 
ers. Then were they to be baptized with the 
Spirit and endued with power to go forth 
preaching His Gospel among all nations. 
And here is an instructive lesson for us: it 
is not until He takes His seat in our hearts, 
—all things being brought under His rule— 
sitting above and controlling our thoughts and 
actions by His Spirit, that we become quali- 
fied to declare to others what great things 
God has done for us, and to invite such as 
have not tasted of the good word of life, to 














































































































forbade Him, because he followed not with | 
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come see how good the Lord is. When we 
reach this ex; erience, when “the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus bath made us 
free from the law of sin and death,” then 
shall ‘‘He that raised up Christ from the 
dead, quicken our mortal bodies by His 
Spirit that dwelleth in us.” 

And what does the apostle mean by 
quickening their ‘mortal bodies?” Is it 
not that they were to have all their powers 
energized by the Spirit, so as to let their 
lights shine, that others seeing their good 
works might glorify their Father which is 
in heaven? Is it too much to say that our 
Society, especially in New England, is suf. 
fering as much for the want of this kind of 
“creaturely activity” as from any one 


to by the people, and we have no record of | cause ? 


My intercourse with the world has con- 
vinced me that people were never more 
willing to hear “‘ the truth as it is in Jesus” 
than at the present time ; and that the Society 
of Friends here never enjoyed the confidence 
|of others in any greater degree than at the 
present moment, 

There never perhaps was a more favorable 
|opportunity for the influence of Friends to 
be felt than to-day, to become a power for 
good in the earth. 
| The glorious temperance reform needs the 
support of every member to help swell the 
\tidal wave that is now sweeping across 
New England, bringing comfort and happi- 
ness to thousands and tens of thousands of 
our people, who are rejoicing “in that liberty 
| wherewith Christ hath made them free.” 

The “ Reform Boys,” as they are called, 
|are asking for and need our aid; they want 
our sympathy and ought to have it; we 
should be willing to stand up and be counted 
on the Lord’s side in this matter, that the 
world may know where and what we are; 
our trumpet should give no uncertain sound 
in the great contest now going on around us. 
It is a struggle in which professing Chris- 
tians and the powers of darkness are coming 
into closer contact every hour. It was not 
because the people of that doomed city for- 
merly fought against Israel that it was cursed, 
but because they did not fight against the 
Lord’s enemies. ‘‘ He that is not with me is 
against me.’’ To be passive in a good cause, 
is to be opposed to that cause. We cannot 
keep silence and remain innocent, while such 
a direful struggle is going on all around us; 
the religious element in our community when 
combined, is able in the Lord’s strength to 
cope with the monster intemperance, and 
shut up every liquor shop in our midst. 

If we keep our lights burning brightly, 
multitudes may be led out from the terrible 
vortex of intemperance, and become useful, 
not only to themselves but to the world; 
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but if we suffer our lights to go out, or even 
to burn dimly, they may be swept into the 
wrong channel, and striking upon some sunk- 
en rock or hidden reef, go down to rise no 
more. 

Is there not a necessity then for more 
“activity ’ rather than less at the present? 
Let us ponder seriously upon these things, 
as in the sight of Him who requires that we 
should be faithful stewards of the manifold 
blessings He is showering down upon us as 
a religious Society. J. P. Boros. 

Lyxx, Fourth month 3d, 1877. 

For Friends’ Review. 
CALKING. 

We would rather mitigate the complete- 
ness and universality of the ‘‘ Comparison ” 
relative to the “launching of a noble ves- 
sel,” on page 508, No. 32, current volume 
of the Review. I well remember how I was 
kept back and choked down when I was 
young, by the idea that I was not good 
enough for the Lord’s work; and I was thus 
kept upon the stocks about ten years, with- 
out reaching my ideal fitness. Perhaps 
Peter and Paul had not attained to any 
great perfection when they were launched. 
[ would recommend that when any feel 
called into the service, let them not wait 
for further calking or another coat of paint, 
but trast to the Captain, for ‘Ye are com- 
plete in Him.” David Hunt. 

New Providence, lowa, Fourth mo. 2, 1877. 

For Friends’ Review. 
IT WAS GOOD. 

The Hebrew word tod, like our word good, 
has a great variety of meaning, being ap- 
plied to whatever is pleasing, valuable, 
right, prosperous, beautiful, strong, or suit- 
able for the accomplishment of any definite 
purpose. 

The general idea under which all these 
terms may be embraced, was embodied by 
our ancestors in the name ‘ Goth,” which 
they gave to their own tribes, and in the 
greatest of all names, “God.” Therefore, 
when we are told, after the record of each 
successive act of Divine creation, that “God 
saw that it was good,’ we may understand 
that He who is All-loving had devised am- 
ple resources for the gratification and for the 
advancement of His intelligent creatures ; 

e who is All-wise had designed works 
which should clearly manifest the infinitude 
of His wisdom; He who is Almighty had 
provided potent means for the execution of 
all His gracious plans. But while those 
Means may be properly regarded as second- 
ary, and in some sense as efficient causes, we 
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should never forget that the efficiency is due 
only to a delegated or vicarious endowment; 
\that it has no self-subsisting, independent 
| validity, but is merely instrumental, repre- 
|senting the mode in which He, who is Final 
Cause and Cause of causes, displays His un- 
tiring and never-ending activity. 

It is especially noteworthy that the sim- 
ple formula, “‘And God said,” is given in 
every instance, as a sufficient explanation of 
the result which immediately followed. We 
find something like this in the affairs of 
every-day life. This man of authority saith, 
“to this man, go, and he goeth; and to an- 
other, come, and he cometh; and to his ser- 
vant, do this, and he doeth it.” The higher 
the authority, the more unquestioned is the 
obedience, and the prompter the response. 
When the sway becomes so broad as to em- 
brace large communities, as in the case of a 
despot, or in a body politic of any kind, the 
simple command is still recognized as the 
source of power. The “know ye,” or the 
“be it enacted,” of the monarch or Legisla- 
ture, controls all the machinery of govern- 
ment, so that the logos is legally and legibly 
lex; the word becomes law; and if the 
word is wisely spoken, all men may see that 
the result is good. 

In all human governments there are many 
obvious imperfections and continual colli- 
sions, which often interfere with the proper 
execution of the laws. Intelligent men are, 
therefore, in little danger of thinking that 
the letter of the statute-book has any magi- 
cal potency, which enables it to serve as an 
adequate substitute for the embodied wisdom 
to which it gives expression. It is not diffi- 
cult, however, to imagine an inferior order of 
intelligent beings, capable of watching the 
uniformity of sequences which may be found 
both in public and in private affairs, but 
incapable of appreciating the invisible and 
intangible thought which directs and con- 
trols the sequences. When they had 
reached the bounds of their capacities, 
they might naturally believe that the 
bounds were absolute; that their standard 
was the standard of the universe; that upon 
all other orders of beings, as well as upon 
themselves, the injunction was imperative — 
“Thus far shalt thou go, but no farther.” 
How easily they might formulate the vari- 
ous relations in which they found the great- 
est constancy; and, like the child who ac- 
cepts the first ‘ because ” that is given it as 
an answer to its question, look upon the 
uniformity itself as its own sufficient reason. 
The weaker their faculties, the more easily 
would they be satisfied with their conclusions, 
and the more bitterly would they inveigh 
against any one who was disposed to ques- 
tion them. 
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Our position, with reference to the work- 
manship of the Creat: r, is precisely such as 
that of those supposed inferior beings, with 
reference to the workmanship of man. We 
behold, on every hand, evidences of @ won- 
derful harmony; we are surrounded by the 
beauty of flowers and sunsets to gratify the 
eye, the melody of birds and loving voices 
to gratify the ear, the pleasant fragrance of 
perfumes, and the delicious savor of fruigs, 
and the invigorating warmth of summer to 
gratify the senses of smell and taste and 
touch; we feel within us spiritual longings 
and boly aspirations of ennobling tendency ; 
and everywhere, withal, there is a fitness of 
means to ends, an adaptation of instruments 
to purposes, which is so far beyond our weak 
devices that we can account for it in no bet- 
ter way than by simply accepting it as na- 
tural and self-sustained. We cannot help 
feeling that there is a bewildering likeness 
to the orderly processes of human govern- 
ments, a likeness which is suggestive of le- 
gal enactments, and we, therefore, designate 
as laws of nature, our generalized statements 
of what are only facts of natural sequence. 
Foiled in all our efforts to ‘find out” the 
lawgiver through methods which are ap- 
preciable by the bodily senses, we may 
easily, if we have not taken unto ourselves 
the whole armor of God, be ensnared into 
the belief that there is nothing higher than 
natural law. A glance at the dominion of 
man should suffice to extricate us from the 
snare. His will, although it has no power 
to subvert the established order of nature, 
has power in some measure to control it, and 
to guide it for the accomplishment of special 
purposes. Inasmuch as that which con- 
trols and guides is higher than that which 
is controlled and guided, there is good rea- 
son for the view of Maudesley and other 
eminent physicists, that “ will is the highest 
form of force.”” Moreover, as there is noth- 
ing in the analogy of human Jaw to warrant 
us in the belief that natural law can be self- 
sustaining, or that it can have any efficiency 
whatever, without the continual supervision 
of Divine will, true philosophy agrees wiih 
revelation, in teaching that Infinite Power 
can only proceed from Infinite Wisdom. 
Man is fallible; God alone is infallible. 
The human word is sometimes spoken 
wisely ; the Divine Word, always. There- 
fore, ‘“‘He commanded, and it stood fast.” 
‘‘ And God saw that it was good.” 

P. E. C. 


————- +o - —— 


OnE way to re-collect the mind easily in 
the time of prayer, and preserve it more in 
tranquillity, is not to let it wander too far 
at other times. You should keep it strictly 
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in the presence of God; and, being accus 
tomed to think of Him often you will find 
it easy to keep your mind calm in the time 
of prayer, or at least to recall it from its 
wanderings.—From “Brother Lawrence.” 


THERE are four good habits—punctuality, 
steadiness, accuracy and dispatch. Without 
the first of these, time is wasted; without 
the second, mistakes the most hurtful to our 
own credit and interests and that of others, 
may be committed ; without the third, noth- 
ing can be well done; and without the 
fourth, opportunities of great advantage are 
lost, which it is impossible to recall. 





_——- 





From The [Philadelphia| Friend, 


INTERESTING INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE 
OF GEORGE WITHY. 


The following interesting incidents in the 
life of George Withy, were related by our 
Friend, Thomas Evans, a short time before 
his death. 

George Withy was the scn of an ale-house 
keeper in Bristol, who was a dissipated man, 
but his wife was a religious woman and 
much concerned for the welfare of her child. 
ren. Thomas Carrington, a minister of the 
Society of Friends, from Pennsylvania, 
while on a religious visit to England, felt a 
concern to visit the ale-house keepers of 
Bristol. 

Among othera was the father of George 
Withy ; the latter being at that time about 
thirteen years of age, was engaged in carrying 
round the ale to his father’s customers, and 
having a remarkably sweet voice, he was 
often asked to sing. The exposure to which 
he was subjected was cause of great concern 
to his pious mother,which she had expressed 
to Thomas Carrington. Before the interview 
closed, George Withy came in. T. C. looked 
attentively at him for a while—then placing 
his hand on his head, remarked to his mother 
‘Thou need feel no concern for the lad, for 
he will be met in a narrow place, he will be- 
come convinced of the principles of the So- 
ciety of which I um a member, and will have 
to visit my native land in the love of the 
Gospel.” George mentally resolved he would 
never become a Quaker, nor ever become & 
minister, and he would certainly never visit 
America. 

In the course of time he had an alarming 
attack of sickness, during which he was 
waited upon by his anxious mother, whose 
exercises on his account were very great. 
He was indeed met in a narrow place, and 
became convinced of the principles of 
Friends, and while relating this circum- 
stance to Thos. Evans, he said, When I left 
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my sick room, I appeared in the garb thou 
now seest me in. 

He was received into membership about | 
the twenty-second year of his age, and first} 
appeared as @ minister in his twenty-fifth | 
year. He became interested in a young) 
woman, @ member, whose family objected to 
the marriage on account of his humble posi- | 
tion in life. But their attachment having| 
such a foundation as to induce the belief 
that it would be right to take that important | 
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Evans consulted some of the prominent 
men, who encouraged it, and proposed to 
have it announced by band-bills,which were 
accordingly posted in different parts of the 
city. 

Ontheir way to attend the meeting, the 
Friends observed a large number of vehicles, 
collected in the neighborhood of the Capitol, 
the sight of which almost overwhelmed 
George Withy, who remarked to his com- 
panion, that be feared he had made a mis- 


step, the objection was finally removed.) take; the latter encouraged him to believe 
They settled several miles from Bristol, and| that this was not so. On arriving at the 
were in the practice of regularly attending| door of the House of Representatives, so 
the meeting twice in the week, and having) large a crowd had assembled, that way had 
no conveyance were obliged to walk, which| to be made for them to reach the seats it was 


they continued to do, until they had six) 
children old enough to walk with them, | 
uever omitting a meeting except in case of| 
sickness, and always taking the children 
with them. 

His memorial states, he removed in the! 
year 1805, to reside within the compass of 
Frenchay Meeting. Some years after this, | 
feeling a religious concern to visit America, 
which be had long been resisting, reasoning | 
that he could not leave his dependent family, 
and aged mother, who was then about eighty-| 
seven years old, he was brought to a state| 
of submission by a remarkable circumstance. | 
As he was lying on his bed one afternoon! 





intended they should occupy. 

On the stand before them were a Bible 
and a glass of water, which at their request 
were removed; on seeing such a large con- 
course of people, G. W.’s heart almost 
failed him, and again be was re-assured by 
his companion. 

After sitting some time in silence, George 
Withy arose with the tcxi—“ For ye see 
your calling, brethren; how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are called: but God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound 


with closed eyes, under a feeling of deep | 
distress on account of this prospect, it ap-|things of the world, and things which are 
peared to him that two men entered the | despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things 
room, each carrying a stool, such as are used| which are not, to bring to naught things 
at funerals, and set them at the foot of his|}that are; that no flesh should glory in 
bed, they then left the room, and returned,| His presence.” Upon this he enlarged in 
bringing in a coffin which they placed on the} a remarkable manner, the audience being 
stovls; observing a plate on the lid he read} much impressed and affected. Old men 
— George Withy, died Seventh mo. 13th,| with white hair, and women dressed as 
1822, aged fifty-nine years. This increased|dowagers, were equally broken under his 
his distress—when he heard in his mental) baptizing ministry, the tears streaming down 
ear, the language, ‘If thou wilt be faithful, | their faces, so that, to use the language of 
and yield to my requiring, thy family shall! Thomas Evans, ‘“‘ the floor was literally 
be cared for in thy absence, and I will add| strewed with tears, and it was one of the most 
fifteen years to thy life, and thou shalt| remarkable meetings I had ever attended.” 
return to close thy mother’s eyes in death.”, After the meeting the people crowded up 
The visit to America was performed in| to speak to him, expressing their satisfaction 
1821~’2, and when in this country, George and approval of the sentiments delivered. 
Withy frequently had Thomas Evans for his) As he was descending the steps of the Capi- 
travelling companion. Une day G.W. seemed | tol. a Presbyterian minister embraced him— 
thoughtful, and was evidently passing| saying, My dear brother, you have preached 
through some religious exercise. He in-| the Gospel to-day. 
formed T. Evans that this was the day that; Upon returning to his native land he 
he had seen on the plate on the coffin should | found the promise verified—his family /ad 
be the date of his death. He feared that he| been cared for, and his mother was still liv- 
had not been sufficiently faithful, and that ing. She deceased soon after, being about 
his death, therefore, would really occur. ninety years of age. George Withy died 
This, however, did not prove to be the case. the 13th of Seventh mo. 1837. 
Exactly fifteen years from that time George | 
Withy died. They visited Washington dur-| It is far more important to care for converts 
Ing the sessions of Congress, and G. W. | than to make it the sole aim of church activity to 
wishing to hold a public meeting, Thomas | convert sinners. 


the things which are mighty; and base 
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FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





LOOKING. 
‘* Look not behind thee.” *' Press towards the 
mark,” 





In all parts of the Bible the true life is 
represented as a journey—a race—in which 
the man of God has set his face towards a 
better state and a heavenly country. 

Lot was plucked out of the fire, as it were, 
‘God being merciful unto him,” and bid not 
to look back. The Israelites on the night of 
the Passover, were to eat it with their loins 
girded, their shoes on their feet, their staves 
in their hands, and to eat it in haste, ready 
to start for the land of promise. At every 
point of the journey from the very prepara- 
tion to enter upon it to the final goal, there 
should be the fullest decision, the most 
steadfast purpose. The soul’s interests are 
too great to admit of delay and hesitation. 
To the unreconciled sinner the word still is, 
‘‘ escape for thy life.” Not only is heaven 
a place of safety and blessing, but so is 
all the way thither, if it be kept in 
steadily. Christ is the door, the strait 
gate, the entrance to the narrow but safe 
way. “By me,” said he, “if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved.” How many are 
there who, through the Spirit’s constraining, 
are half-persuaded—almost persuaded, yet 
linger ere they decide for Christ by casting 
themselves and all their interests on Him. 
How full of tender compelling is the Lord’s 
voice to these, ‘look not behind thee,’’ but 
to look with whole-hearted faith unto Him- 
self. There is life for such a Jook, the out- 
going of the very heart towards the once 
crucified, but now ever-living Lord Jesus. 

The same singleness of mind is needed all 
the journey through. “‘No man having put 
his hand tothe plough, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God;” certainly not 
for effective service in it. God’s soldiers 
must be resolute; Christ’s husbandmen 
must be diligent and ever faithful at their 
labor. Once having set his face towards the 
land of promise, the believer should not even 
in his heart turn back into Egypt. Though 
Moses failed, Christ is the true Joshua who 
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never fails those who keep their eye fixed 
in faith, hope and obedient following, upon 
Him. Neither need there be forty years of 


‘|wandering. ‘ Let us go up at once and pos. 


sess the land,” said he who followed the 
Lord fully, “for we are well able to over. 
come it.” Christ is able to bring His people 
promptly into the land of promise, and main- 
tain them there in holy, victorious, but ever- 
watchful possession. In the account given 
on another page we are told that in two 
weeks George Withy entered upon a life of 
sanctification. 

It is sad in reading over the lives of the 
kings of Judah to note how many who be- 
gan well, and did excellently for a time, fell 
afterwards into pride, rebellion or idolatry. 
Yet even under the old dispensation, the path 
of the just was seen to be as a shining light 
that shineth more and more unto the per- 
fect day. Far more should it be so now to 
the Christian. Added days, and weeks, and 
years, should but bring more conspicuous 
grace. There should be, and need be, no 
eclipses of faith in the Christian’s astronomy. 

By omission of private prayer and reading 
of the words of God, by excusing conscious 
failure and sin, by looking away from Cbrist 
to some other object of attraction, many di- 
verge, for a time at least, from the highway 
ofholiness. “ Let thine eyes look right on, 
and let thine eye-lids look straight before 
thee,” is the watchword. God is able to 
keep from falling. Christ is mighty to save. 
The Holy Spirit is given in fullness to those 
who obey God, and believe in Jesus, As we 
neither look back nor aside, there is full pro- 
vision made for every present need, and an 
ever-growing perfection in holiness. 

It is common now for Christians to look to 
death as an admission to the joys of heaven, 
and the consummation of their felicity in the 
Divine presence, but through all the apos- 
tolic age it was otherwise. The hope of 
Christ’s return was then ever present to 
their expectation. The very grace of God 
which bad been manifested in the coming 
and suffering of Christ, His resurrection, 
glorification and sending forth of the Spirit, 
taught the recipients of it, not only to deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to live 
soberly, righteously and godly in this present 
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world, but also to look for the glorious ap- 
péaring of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

This prospect sustained them in persecu- 
tion, or consoled them in trial and loss. 
They hoped to meet the Lord in the air and 
be henceforth ever with Him, and so held 
lightly the things of earth, cheered with the 
expectation of soon seeing Him face to face. 

Whether He tarry or hasten His coming, 
we also, in all soberness of mind, may well 
look steadfastly to His appearing, assured 
of better things than now. 


-———— ome 


PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 


Philadelphia Yearly Meeting opened its ses- 
sions Fourth mo. 16, 1877, with quite as large 
an attendance as usual. The ministers present 
from other Yearly Meetings, were James Mc- 
Laughlin, of New York Yearly Meeting ; Joseph 
Hobson from Ohio; John Y. Hoover from Iowa, 
and Sarah B. Satterthwaite, of London Yearly 
Meeting. 

During the time of waiting before the Lord, 
one of these visiting Friends quoted the words of 
Jacob: “Surely the Lord is in this place and I 
knew it not. This is none other than the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven."” He 
also quoted the. words of Balaam: “How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy taberna- 
cles,O Israel! As the valleys are they spread 
forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees 
of lign-aloes which the Lerd hath planted, and 
as cedar trees beside the waters.” ‘‘ The people 
shall dwell alone and shall not be numbered 
among the nations." He applied them to the 
waiting of the assembly upon the Lord, as in 
his presence ; and to the members as each in his 
lot in life was serving God faithfully as a mem- 
ber of the body. 

Another Friend spoke of his desire that each 
one present might wait on the Lord in that hu- 
mility in which each esteemed others better than 
himself, and sought in silent prayer for the Lord's 
will to be done. 

Owing to the illness of the clerk he was absent. 
The former assistant clerk, Clarkson Sheppard, 
was appointed clerk, and Joseph Walton assis- 
tant clerk, to serve till a nomination by the Repre- 
sentatives should be acted upon. 

The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings were 
then read. During the earnest public discussion 
of the observance of the First-day of the week, 
in reference to the opening of the Centennial 
Exposition on that day, that meeting issued an 


appeal for the ‘due observance of that day, of 
which 8000 copies had been distributed. Satis- 
faction with their action in this respect was 
pretty largely expressed. They had also sent 
a Committee to Harrisburg to prevent the passage 
of a bill virtually repealing the present law 
against horse-racing. Principally through the 
influence of these Friends, the Committee on 
Vice and Immorality of the Legislature, by a 
unanimous vote declined to report the Bill, and 
it was hoped the law would remain unchanged. 

A Friend urged upon young men to with- 
draw from Agricultural Societies, since as now 
conducted, the race-course was their chief attrac- 
tion, and demoralization was sure to follow 
racing wherever practiced. He wished them 
also, openly and frankly, to assign their reasons 
for such withdrawal 

The Book Committee reported a large distribu- 
tion of Friends’ books. Beside nearly $800 re- 
ceived for sales, over $3000 had been expend- 
ed in gratutious grants. The applications from 
almost all parts of our country for these books, 
not only by Friends, but largely from others, 
was deemed evidence of an increasing desire 
among people to know the Christian principles 
and resulting practices of the Society. 

Much interest in this report was expressed, and 
diligence in this work encouraged. James 
McLaughlin mentioned that in one of the British 
Provinces he had met with a family who became 
convinced of Friends’ principles, and joined 
the Society, from reading Barclay’s Apology. In 
the report were other evidences of the influence 
of this book upon those who had read it. 

Some Friends spoke of the need that as there 
was this interest in the principles and testimonies 
of the Society, the members should faithfully 
exemplify them, and not be ashamed to own 
themselves as Friends. Joseph Hobson desired 
that Friends should have a living experience for 
themselves of the truths of Christianity as pro- 
fessed by them, and thus we would be able to 
testify of what the Lord had done for our souls. 

The executors of the Mosher legacy had ap- 
plied to the Meeting for Sufferings respecting it, 
but that meeting very properly declined to take 
any action, since the Yearly Meeting itself had 
since decided to accept the legacy if the execu- 
tors would hand it over, allowing them to decide 
as to whether the specifications in the will ap- 
plied to Philadelphia Yearly Meeting or not. 


- 
Tue Freedmen's Relief Association held their 
annual meeting in the evening, with a larger at- 
| tendance than usual. The report showed that 
| tne Association had been unusually prospered in 
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God's gift coming by some spoken word to the 
man who hears, and hears to obey.’ But heis 
careful to show that faith is exercised by a sim- 
ple rest in God's word of promise, as well as in 
obedience to His words of command. This is 
important, or the Gospel, as some have made it, 
would became the Law, only with more intensely 
refined and closer requirements. 

In treating of those who hear, he says, ‘‘ Who 
hear, then? Only one class, and that class is 
made up out of all tribes and tongues. God 
quickeneth whom He will. There is no hearing 
without it; and this quickening of the living God 
cometh only by the ever-moving Spirit. It is 
those who are moved by His flowing life that 
have ears to hear."’ This is true as far as it goes, 
but leaves out that element of choice in accept- 
ing or resisting God's quickening, which is given 
in the passage, “ God hath chosen you to salva- 
tion through sanctification of the Spirit and de/ief 
of the truth;" where the believing involves a 
yielding to, and accepting the Spirit's presenta- 
tion of the truth. Some of the passages are ob- 
scure. In a few places the writer comes close to 
the nice dividing line between sound spirituality 
and fanaticism ; but as a whole it is a little volume 
of rare value to reflecting minds, who are seeking 
to be like their Lord in being holy. 


DIED. 
NUTTER.—At Great Falls, N. H;, on the 18th of 


Third mo., 1877, Helen J., oldest daughter of John C. 


and Almena B. Nutter, in the 17th year of her age. 
Possessing a sweet disposition, she was an affectionate 
daughter and sister, endearing herself to all who 
knew her. She bore an illness of several months 
with patience, being very grateful to her dear parents 
for their love and tender care of her. Although hav- 
ing a desire to live, yet she could trust all to her dear 
Saviour, being sweetly resigned to His will concern- 
ing her. ‘Thus peacefully she fell asleep. 

PAINTER.—In the limits of Sioux Rapids Monthly 
Meeting, Lowa, on the 7th of Third mo., 1877, Mary 
A., wife of J. T. Painter (and daughter of Elisha and 
Elizabeth Stratton), in the 27th year of her age. This 
dear Friend endured much suffering, with great Chris- 
tian patience, leaving a clear and comforting assur- 
ance of her acceptance through Jesus Christ. Among 
her last expressions were these, “ Praise the name of 
the Lord, praise His ever worthy name.”” She then 
calmly passed away, like one sinking into a gentle 
slumber. 

PALMER.—On the 25th of Second mo. 1877, at 
the residence of John Palmer, his daughter, Phebe 
Palmer, in the 63d year of her age; a member of 
Norwich Monthly Meeting, Canada. Through her 
last illness she was favored with resignation to the 
Divine will, and her friends have the consoling evi- 
dence that her end was peace. 

HAIGHT. On the 24th of Second mo., 1877, at 
the residence of Thomas Cornwell, Phebe Haight, rel- 
ict of the late Hiram Haight, of New Durham, in 
the 67th year of her age; a member of Norwich 
Monthly Meeting, Canada. She manifested a lively 
interest in the Society’s welfare, and a strong attach- 
ment to its principles. 


In her last illness she was fa- 
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vored with calmness and resignation, being sustained 
through much suffering by the everlasting arms which 
she felt to be round about her; and also with an as- 
surance of having a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

THORNBURG.—At his residence in Guilford Co., 
N. C., on the roth of Third mo., 1877, Joseph Thorn- 
burg; a member and elder of New Garden Monthly 
Meeting, in his 79th year. He had been a great suf- 
ferer at times for years, but endured his affliction with 
Christian fortitude, and his friends have the consoling 
evidence that his end was peace. 

HATHAWAY.—In the limits of Sioux Rapids 
Monthly Meeting, Iowa, Third mo. 15th, 1877, Ed- 
ward M. Hathaway, of West Branch, in the 25th year 
of hisage. Having given his heart to the Saviour in 
childhood, he was enabled through the power of Di- 
vine grace to walk so humbly with God that to few 
couid the language be more fitly applied, « Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile.” Being 
left the oldest of four orphan children, with the care 
of a widowed mother, he proved for many years a 
faithful son and brother, being beloved by all who 
knew him. Yet in his last words to his bereaved wife 
he could but magnify the grace of God; said he could 
not trust for salvation in anything he had ever done, 
but was sheltered under the cleansing blood of Jesus 
Christ. He sent a message of love and cheer to the 
church, and gently passed beyond the river, praising 
the name of the Lord who had given him the victory. 

OSBORNE.—In Peabody, Mass., Fifth mo. 7th 
1875, David Osborne, in the 85th year of his age; a 
member of Salem Monthly Meeting. This dear friend 
was conscientiously concerned to live up to his Chris- 
tian profession, and that in his dealings with his fellow- 
men, he should bring no reproach on the cause he 
dearly loved. He was constant in the attendance of 
meetings when in health. We reverently believe that 
this aged pilgrim has been joined to the just of all gen- 

| erations, and that his blessed portion is with the Lord’s 
| redeemed children. 
OSBORNE.—In Peabody, Mass., Third mo. 7th, 
| 1877, Damiel Osborne, in the 85th year of his age; a 
member of Salem Monthly Meeting. During a long 
life he exemplified his attachment to the principles of 
Friends, by his diligent attendance of meetings and 
his consistent daily walk. Reticent in the expression 
| of his religious feelings, unless questioned with regard 
| to them, he yet left satisfactory evidence that his child- 
like faith and trust in the merits of our Saviour as the 
| atoning sacrifice for sin, found him p for the 
final summons, and fitted for an inheritance in the 
| heavenly kingdom. 
MILLS.—At his residence, near Bridgepurt, Ind., 
| Ninth mo. 24th, 1876, William Mills, aged 73 years; 
|a member and elder of Bridgeport Monthly Meeting, 
|Ind. He endured a distressing illness of near five 
weeks without a murmur, leaving with his family and 
numerous friends many living testimonies to the good- 
ness.and mercy of our Heavenly Father. He was a 
watm and sympathizing friend of the young, one ox his 
| last messages on his death bed being, “ Tell the young 
people of Bridgeport meeting that I love them.” He 
was ever ready to speak words of encouragement to 
the youthful disciples of our Lord, and to lend them a 
helping hand up Zion’s hill. As he neared the river of 
death, his confidence in the Redeemer was strong, ex- 
claiming, “Christ is safficient for all these things.’ 
After the power of speech was almost gone, he took 
all his children and grandchildren by the hand, with 
looks of affectionate tenderness. When his feet fi- 
nally touched the brink of Jordan, it was with perfect 
calmness. Thus in sorrow we are made to rejoice that 
in the Eternal City he is watching and waiting for the 
companion of his youth (with whom he had lived near 
fifty years) and for his children. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER, _ 

To the Editor.—Since my late illness I 
have been having deep thoughts of God. I 
have been thinking more than ever about 
the passing away of man. Life is a short 
span to prepare for the next life. I gave God 
my heart and all, years ago when I was 
young. Now I am in the decline of life, I 
do wish I had done mvure work for my 
Heavenly Father who has been good to me. 
To-day, while I am in my sick-room my 
mind is upon those who are out of God. I 
am thinking of the poor colored people of 
my own County and State, and all the South. 
My mind is reflecting upon the poor Indians 
in the West. When I think how they have 
been used in the past it gives me pain. But 
thank God, light is now breaking «mong 
them. Well might Judge Maudley say as 
he did, years ago, ‘‘The American people 
will have to answer for great sins against 
the poor Indians.” I bope all bad feeling 
on account of race will pass away forever, 
and all be for Christ and Christ for all. 

I am thy friend, and a servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. J. F. C. 


North Carolina 





HOW TO BE MISERABLE. 

Think about yourself; about what you 
want, what you like, what respect people 
ought to pay you, what people think of you; 
and then to you nothing will be pure. You 
will soil everything you touch; you will 
make sin and misery for yourself out of 
everything which God sends you; you will 
be as wretched as you choose on earth or in 
heaven cither. 

In heaven either, I say. For that proud, 
greedy, selfish, self-seeking spirit would turn 
heaven into hell. It did turn heaven into 
bell, for the great devil himself. It was by 
pride, by seeking his own glory—so, at least, 
wise men say—that he fell from heaven to 
hell. He was net content to give up his 
own will and do God’s will like other 
angels. He was not content to serve God, and 
rejoice in God’s glory. He would be a mas- 
ter himself, and set up for himself, and re- 
joice in his own glory; and so when he 
wanted to make a private heaven of his own 
he found he had made a hell. When he 
wanted to be a little god for himself, he lost 
the life of the true God, to lose which is 
eternal death. And why? Because his 
heart’ was not pure, clean, honest, simple, 
unselfish. Therefore, he saw God no more, 


| 





and learned to hate Him whose name is love. 
— Kingsley’s Sermons. 


——— 


TRUST AND FAITH. 





BY M. W. MONTGOMERY. 





In a recent sermon published in the “Gold. 
en Rule,” Mr. Murray criticises some of the 
teachings of Mr. Moody, especially his use 
of the word trust as synonymous with faith 
—the former a word Mr. Murray characteri- 
zes as a “‘ weak, nerveless, inadequate term,” 
“which Jesus never used,” ‘‘ His Apostles 
never used,” ‘“‘the teachers of the Church 
have never used,” and “ which has scarcely 
any mention in the Bible!” I ask your 
permission to test these remarkable state- 
ments in the light of the facts. 

The fact is that “Trust in Christ’ has 
been used as a definition of saving faith by 
the leaders in Christian thought in all coun- 
tries and of all evangelical denomiaations 
from the Reformation down to the present 
time. However much theologians differed on 
other subjects, on this vital point of Chris- 
tian faith they have agreed with singular 
unanimity, as the following citations will 
abundantly show : 

“Ts faith trust? I affirm, in opposition to 
the Papists, that it is, Trust is of the 


, } essence of faith.”—Turretin’s Theology. 


“The principal acts of saving faith are 
accepting,receivingand resting upon Christ.” 
— Westminster Confession. 

“ Faith is also a cordial trust.’’—Heidel- 
berg Catechism. 

‘“ Christian faith is also a full reliance on 
the blood of Christ and trust in His merits,” 
&c.—John Wesley’s Sermons. 

“Faith in Christ consists both of assent 
and trust.” — Watson’s Institutes. 

‘ Faith is cordially assenting to the Gos- 
pel offer, a receiving and resting upon Christ 
for pardon and eternal life.’”— Dr. Leonard 
Wood s Theology. 

“The faith of the Gospel is that emotion 
of the mind which is called trust, confidence, 
exercised towards the moral character of 
God, and p»rticularly of the Saviour.”— 
President Timothy Dwight’s Theology. 

The foregoing sentence from President 
Dwight is quoted by ‘‘ Webster’s Dic- 
tionary ” as illustrating the proper meaning 
of the expression, “‘saving faith.” 

“ Evangelical faith is a trusting in Christ,” 
&c.—Finney’s Theology. 

“ The Christian commits his lost soul to 
Christ and trusts in Him alone for salva- 
tion. . . This act of committing the soul 
to Christ may be regarded as strictly the 
act of faith.’—Dr. Enoch Pond’s Theology. 
“The primary idea of faith is trust. ... 
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| 
This view of the nature of faith is all but 
universally received, not by theologians 
only, but by philosophers and the mass of 
Christian people "— Dr. Charles Hodge's 
Theology. 

“Trust is the soul and kernel of the faith | 
which saves the sinner.—Van Oosterzee’s | 
Christian Dogmatics. 

“ Paith is essentially trust. Chris- 
tian faith includes two elements. .. . (2) 
and specifically ¢rust in Christ as a personal 
Saviour, and as such in the Christian it is a 
necessary condition of salvation.— McClin- 
tock and Strong’s Cyclopedia. 

“ Faith : (Theol.) trust in God; . . trust 
in Christ as a Saviour.”— Worcester’s Dic-| 
tionary. 

“ Faith” is given as one of the synonyms | 
of ‘trust ’ by Webster’s Dictionary. 

Let us next examine the use and meaning 
of “ faith ” and “ trust ’ in the Bible. That 
Jesus and the Apostles “never used the | 
word trust’ is very true in one sense, since 
they never used the English language at all, 
and in the same sense it is equally true that | 
they never used the word “faith.” The 


only proper way to learn what is the teach-| 
ing of the New Testament on this point is to 
inquire what English words correctly inter- 
pret the meaning of the Greek words used 
by Christ and the Apostles. 


These Greek 
words are: pisteuein, which is generally 
translated in the English New Testament 
“to believe,” and pistis, which is usually 


| faith. 





rendered in the English New Testament 
“faith.” The Greek root of both words 
isthe same, and the root-idea of both is 
therefore the same. The question at issue, 
then, is whether “trust” fairly inter- 
prets the idea which lies in the Greek root 
of these two words, which root occurs in 
the Greek New Testament about five hun- 
dred times, and generally appears in the 
English New Testament in the words “faith” 
and “believe.” I affirm that it does, and 
refer to the following authorities : 

“Pisteno, to trust, to believe.”—Sopho- 
cles’ Greek Lexicon. 

“To trust, trust to, or in, put faith in, rely 
on, believe in.’’— Liddell and Scott’s Greek 
Lexicon. 

“To have faith, to put faith in, to believe, 
to trust. In respect to God, to be- 
lieve on God, to trust in him.”— Robinson’s 
Lexicon of the New Testament. 

So also Winer’s “ New Testament Gram- 
mar.’? 

Quotations from leading commentators in 
complete accord with the views of the authori- 
ties above cited might be made ad libitum, 
but space allows of only the following: 

“In many cases in the Bible the word 
‘trust’ is used instead of ‘faith.’ The same 





act or state of mind which in one place is ex- 
pressed by the one word is in others ex- 
pressed by the other.”—Dr. Charles Hodge. 

“T will trust in the mercy of God forever 
and ever.”—Ps. lii. 8. 

“The righteous shall be glad in the Lord 
and shall trust in Him.”— Ps. Ixiv. 10. 

“Who is among you that feareth the 
Lord ? Let hiia trust in the name of 
the Lord and stay upon his God.” — 
Isa. 1. 10. 

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
Lord.”—Jer. xvii. 7. 

No person acquainted with the Scriptures 
can, I think, hesitate to admit that the exer- 
cise of mind mentioned in these passages 
under the name of trust is the same with 
that which in the New Testament is called 
In various passages in the New Tes- 
tament this exercise of mind is directly 
called by the names of “trust ” and “ confi- 
dence.” “And in His name shall the Gen- 
tiles trust” (Matt. xii. 21; Rom. xv. 132). 


|“ That we should be to the praise of his glory 


who first trusted in Christ” (Eph. i. 12). 
“ Because we trust in the living God,’ &c. 
(1 Tim. iv. 10). 

The Old Testament everywhere uses 
“trust ” to signify faith ; and the New Tes- 
tament is full of examples of faith in which 
trust is the distinctive quality. Many fig- 
urative representations of faith through the 
Bible indicate trust, such as ‘Come unto 
me,” ‘‘ reeeiving Christ,’’ “ rooted in Christ,” 
“yield yourselves unto God,” “abide in 
me,” “lean upon the Lord,” “ stay upon the 
Lord, the Holy One.” 

Saving faith is an act of the will; this 
act of trust presupposes a knowledge of 
Christ and an intellectual belief in His prom- 
ises; and the consequences of this act of 
trust are obedience and service—in a word, 
love—to Him. ‘“‘ Works” are no part of 
this act of trust, 7. e., faith; they are the 
manifestations, unfoldings of it 

* Trust’ is not “ passive,” as Mr. Murray 
claims; it is not “ feeling,’ but, being an 
act of the will, it is active; its results are 
twofold (1), actively, Christian service; (2) 
passively, joy and peace which God by the 


|Holy Spirit pours upon the souls of his 
| trusting children. 


** Faith ” has come to have several mean- 
ings, consequently when the primary ele- 
ment of faith is referred to, the more specific 
word *‘trust ” is less liable to be misunder- 


| stood, and is strictly appropriate. 


In heart all humanity is ene; and the 
thoughts which reflect the feelings of .the 
human heart are, like the very life-blood of 
the race, the same in all ages, in all climes, 
under all conditions; and the words which 
express these thoughts, in each respective 
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language, abide through time, and cannot be 
eliminated from the clasp of human feeling. 
Humanity feels that it has great need to rest 
upon something higher, stroager, . better | 





REVIEW. 


a 


member of a Wesleyan Church, an indefat- 


igable Sunday-sehool teacher, a prayer 
leader, whose earnest appeals for the salva. 
tion of others I had often listened to with 


than itself, and the Christian mind has laid| pleasure and edification. I immediately 


hold upon this word “trust ” to express the | 
first act of faith—trust in Christ. So im- 
portant is this act at the time of conversion | 
—nay! this act is conversion— and so en- 
deared does it become to the Christian 
heart as it is renewed day by day, while 





Prevage to the man and was astonished to find 


the change which drink, in so short a time, 
had made in his appearance. With manifest 
surprise, and looking earnestly at the poor 
wretch, I said: 

“§., is that you?” 


the Christian life goes on, that no earthly} “ Yes, it’s me. Look at me again ; don’t 


power can unclasp this peculiarly precious 

word “trust” from the hearts and lips of 

English-speaking Christians.-Chris. Union. 
79 West Divinity Hall, New Haven, Cona. 


—_— eon 





A PHYSICIAN’S STORY. 
Dr. Munro, of Hull, gives this incident in 
his life as a practicing physician. Itisa 
story with an unmistakable moral : 


man, a teetotaler of some years’ standing, 
suffering from an abscess in the hand, which 
had reduced him very much, applied to me 
for advice. I told him the only medicine he 


required was rest ; and to remedy the waste | 
going on in his system, and to repair the | 


damage done to his hand, he was to support 


himself with a bottle of stout daily. He re- | 


plied : 

‘“‘T cannot take it, for I have been a teeto- 
taler for some years.”’ 

“Well,” I said,” “if you know better 
than the doctor, it is no use applying to me.’ 

He looked anxiously in my face, evi- 
dently weighing the matter over in his mind, 
and sorrowfully replied : 

“ Tuctor, 1 was a drunken man once, and 
should not like to be one again.” 

He was, much against his will, prevailed 
upon to take the stout, and in time he recov- 
ered from his sickness. When he got well, 
I, of course, praised up the virtues of stout 
as a means of saving his life, for which he 
ought ever to be thankful. I rather lec- 
tured him on being such a fanatic (that’s the 
word) as to refuse taking a bottle of stout 
daily, to restore him to his former health. 

I lost sight of my patient for some months ; 
but I am sorry to say that on one fine sum- 
mer’s day, when driving through one of the 
public thoroughfares, I saw a poor, misera- 
ble, ragged-looking man leaning against the 
door of a conimon public-house, drunk and 
incapable of keeping an erect position. Even 
in his poverty, drunkenness and misery, I 
discovered it was my teetotal patient, whom 
I had net so long ago persuaded to break his 


pledge. I could not be mistaken. I had) 


reason to know him well, for be had been a 


you know me?” he answered, with a stag- 
| gering reel and clipping his words. 

‘Yes, I know you,’ I said, ‘‘and I am 
| grieved to see you in this drunken condition. 

I thought you were a teetotaler ? ” 

‘“‘] was before I took your medicine,” he 
‘answered with a peculiar grin upon his 
| countenance. 

“IT am sorry to see you-disgracing your- 
self by such conduct. I am ashamed of 


| 


| you.” 
A hard-working, industrious, God-fearing | 


Rousing himself, as drunken people will 
at times, to extraordinary effort, he scoff- 
‘ingly replied : 

‘‘ Didn’t you send me here for my medi- 
cine?” 

And with a delirious kind of chuckle be 
hiccoughed out words I shall never forget: 

“‘ Doctor, your medicine cured my body, 
but it damned my soul. ”’ 

Two or three of his boozing companions, 
‘bearing our conversation, took him under 
their protection, and I left. As I drove away 
my beart was full of bitter reflections, that 
I had been the cause of ruining this man’s 
prospects, not only for this world, but for 
that which is to come. You may rest as- 
|sured I did not sleep much that night. The 
drunken aspect of that man haunted me, and 
I found myself weeping over the injury I had 
done him. I rose up early the next morning 
and returned to his cottage, with his little 
garden in front, on the outskirts of the town, 
where I had often seen him with his wife 
and happy children playing about, but found, 
to my sorrow, that he had moved some time 
before. At last, with some difficulty, | 
found him located in a low neighborhood, 
not far distant from the public-house he had 
patronized the day before. Here, in such & 
home as none but a drunkard could inhabit, 
I found him laid upon a bed of straw, fever- 
ish and prostrate from the effects of the pre- 
vious day’s debauch, abusing his wife be- 
cause she could not get him some more drink ; 
she standing aloof, with tears in her eyes, 
broken down with care and grief, ber child- 
ren dirty and clothed in rags—all friendless 
and steeped in poverty ! 

What a wreck was there! 

Turned out of the Church of which he was 
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once an ornament, his religion sacrificed, his 
usefulness marred, his hopes of eternity 
blasted, now a poor, dejected slave to his 
passion for drink, without mercy and with- 
out hope ! 

I talked to him kindly, reasoned with 
him, succored him until he was well, and 
never lost sight of him, or let him have 
any peace until he had signed the pledge 
again. 

It took him some time to recover his place | 
in the Church, but I have had the pleasure 
of seeing him restored. He is now, more 
than ever, a devoted worker in the Chareh, | 
and the cause of temperance is pleaded on | 
all occasions. Can you wonder, then, that) 
[ never order strong drink for a patient) 
now ?— Selected. 


} 
. a 


A Roman Catuouic Priest Distrisut- 
ina BiBLEs.—A young English priest has 
for some years past occupied himself very 
zealously in a work of the deepest interest 
and importance—we mean the circulation | 
of the Sacred Scriptures among the people | 
of South America, It was in the year 1871 
that the Rev. Kenelm Vaughan visited that 
country for the benefit of his health. Find- 
ing that copies of the Bible were very scarce 
there, he undertook to bring out a popular 
edition, and began by forming a printing 
fund. Chili, Peru, Uraguay, Paraguay, 
and the Argentine Republic generously con- | 
tributed, and when a sum had been raised | 
sufficient to start the work Father Vaughan 
returned to England, in the autumn of 
1873, and published a stereotyped edition 
of the Spinish New Testament, consisting 
of 52,000 copies. At the close of 1873, 
F. Vaughan made a second voyage to South | 
America, visiting this time Venezuela, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Mexico, and 
other parts, for the purpose of making his 
work known. From Caracas he travelled to 
Buenos Ayres, traversing almost the whole 
of the interior of South America. Journeys 
in these remote regions had to be performed 
on mule-back, or ox-back, lama-back, or 
Indian-back, in hammocks and in canoes. 
P. Vaughan is now on the eve of his third 
visit to South America. On the 24th inst. 
the Mondego was to sail, having on board 
20,000 copies of the New Testament in 
Spanish, and 24,000 will follow them in a 
short time. These the indefatigable mis- 
Sionary will circulate himself, in the cities 
of Montevideo, Buenos Ayres, Cordova, 
Salla, Tucuman, Santiago de Chili, Val- 
paraiso, Concepcion, Callao, Lima, and 
others. Shipments will be made also to 
Bolivia, Mexico, and California.— Saturday 
Review. 
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WE LIVE IN HIM. 


BY M. SHEELEIGH. 


Thou Prince of Life, Lord Jesus, Thou 
For us Thy life dist give, 

That we, tho’ dead in sin, might now 
Arise in Thee, and live. 


Redeemed, and hence restored from death 
In Thy life giving name, 

Still be Thy life our spirit-breath, 
Thy gifts as oil to flame. 


What time our souls, thro’ sin, may fear, 
Or falter in the least, 

For grace and mercy draw us near, 
To Thee, the true High Priest. 


As life that permeates the vine 
Is to the branches fed, 

So, too, our life is drawn from Thine, 
Thou living Trunk and Head. 


As flows to vale from mountain side, 
The stream from springs above; 
Thus is the soul with health supplied 

From Thee, the fount of love. 


With heavenly dews refresh each soul 
Till every virtue start, 

To growth of wisdom, fair and whole, 
Well rooted in the heart. 


As fall the rays athwart the sky, 
For wanderers afar, 

Shine on our pathway from on high, 
Thou “ bright and morning star.” 


Our souls should bow in deepest shame, 
If, owning Thee as Lord, 

Our ways did not Thy praise proclaim, 
Nor with Thy life accord. 


Like Thee, we would still onward press, 
Each duty to fulfl, 

Proving in love and holiness 
Respect to all Thy will. 


Like Thee, when trials sorely grieve 
And sorrows weigh us down, 

Thy saints, we mind us, must receive 
The cross before the crown. 

Like Thee, throughout this earthly day, 
We, in Thy Spirit, would 

Pass to and fro, on mercy’s way, 
Engaged in doing good. 

Like Thee, we would in works abound 
That show the heavenly sign, 

Reflecting light to all around, 
From life that lives in Thine— 


As doth the cultured, thrifty tree 
To use and beauty spring, 

Thus make the life we draw from Thee 
The holy fruitage bring. 

Thou who delightest to forgive, 
And ransomed souls to spare, 

Because Thou livest, we shall live, 
And in Thy glory share. 

Hence, let our faith stil] wax in strength, 
Our hope yet brighter grow, 

Till love all else absorb at length, 
When past are things below. 

Then, in that world of perfect bliss, 
Of perfect life and light, 

Grant us the joy we hoped thro’ this, 
Forever in Thy sight. 


—Lutheran Obserwer. 
Whitemarsh, Pa _, 1877. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.— European advices tot 
17th inst. have been received. 

THE EASTERN QUESTION.—The Turkish Govern- 
ment sent on the toth a circular to its représentatives 
abroad, to be communicated to the respective ‘govern- 
ments, containing its answer to the protocol. This 
was officially presented on the 12th. The protocol 
was not rejected absolutely, but only those points 
which admit of foreign interference in Turkey’s inter- 
nal affairs. The declaration of the Russian envoy, 
appended to the protocol, was answered point by point. 
In regard to Montenegro, it declared that the Porte 
had proposed a rectification of the lines of demarka- 
tion which secured advantages to Montenegro, and 
that it depended upon the moderaticn which it was 
hoped the latter might show, whether that affair should 
be terminated. On other points, the Porte is prepared 
to apply all the promised reforms, but they cannot 
have a special or exclusive character. It is ready also 
to replace its armies on a peace footing as soon as Rus- 
sia shall take measures to that end, its armaments being 
exclusively defensive. As to disturbances which might 
occur in Turkey, and stop Russian demobilization, the 
government thinks Europe is convinced that those 
which have occurred in the provinces were due to for- 
eign instigation; that the government could not be 
held responsible for them, and consequently Russia 
would not be justified in making demobilization de- 
pendent on such contingencies. The government per- 
ceives no connection betwen the dispatch of a special 
envoy to St. Petersburg, an act of courtesy recipro 
cally required by diplomatic usages, and a disarmament 
which there was no plausible reason for delaying, and 
which might be effected by a telegraphic order. An 
emphatic protest is made against the attempt to abolish, 
by a protocol in which Turkey had no share, the treaty 
of Paris which explicitly sanctioned the principle of 
non intervention. 

It was announced on the Ioth that the Turkish 





Chamber of Deputies had finally rejected the demands 
of the Montenegrins, by a vote of 65 to 18. The 
Senate did not reverse this decision, as was at one 
time reported, neither is it clear that it confirmed it. 
A telegram from Constantinople on the 11th stated 
that at the last moment the Senate received orders not 
to discuss the question. This failure of negotiations, 
and the action of the Porte respecting the protocol, 
were generally believed to render war between Russia 
and Turkey almost inevitable, and both parties were 
actively preparing for hostilities, though the actual 
commencement may be delayed for a few weeks. 
There appears little or no hope that the other powers 
can now intervene or mediate with effect. Lord 
Derby, on receiving the Turkish circular, expressed to 
the ambassador his deep regret at the course taken, but 
thought it useless to discuss it further. He said, how- 
ever, that it did not appear clear whether the Porte 
would send an ambassador to St. Petersburg to treat 
on mutual disarmament. The answer was that Tur- 
key was not prepared to do so, and that the matter 
could not probably be settled satisfactorily unless the 


powers would annul the protocol. 


GREAT BritAin,—The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
presented the budget in the House of Commons on 
the 12th inst. The estimates for the current year are 
—expenditures, £78,794,000; revenue, £79,020,000. 
No increase or remission of taxes is proposed. The 


actual surplus last year was stated at £443,000. 


At a conference of steamship owners in London on 
the 11th, it was resolved that from the rst prox. the 
Inman, Guion, National and White Star lines will run 
fortnightly, instead of weekly, thus withdrawing half 
the present fleet. The Cunard steamers will continue 


weekly. 


GERMANY.—An Imperial order dated on the toth, 
grants Prince Bismarck leave of absence until Eighth 
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month next. Herr Hoffman, President of the Impe. 
rial Chancellery, takes his place in the Home Depart. 
ment, and Von Bulow in that of Foreign Affairs ; 
while Camphauser will represent him in tne Prussian 
Cabinet. 

An Imperial order has been issued suspending all 
measures against the rinderpest, which, it is said, may 
be considered at an end, 

DomeEstic.—The Supreme Court of the United 
States has decided that the appropriation of $1,500, 
ooo made by Congress in aid of the Centennial Exhi- 
bition must be repaid out of the moneys remaining in 
the hands of the Centennial Board of Finance at the 
closing of its affairs, before any division of assets 
among the stockholders. This decision reversed that 
of the Circuit Court from which the case was appealed, 
and which had regarded the net profits, out of which 
the appropriation was to be repaid, as to be computed 
only after the capital stock had been reimbursed. 

Possession of the State House at Columbia, S. C., 
with the papers and other public property pertaining to 
the Governor’s office, was transferred to Wade Hamp- 
ton on the 11th inst. as previously arranged. On the 
14th, he caused communications to be sent to the Re- 
publican State officers subordinate to the Governor, 
informing each of them that, without desiring to pre- 
judge any claim which said officer might be asserting 


_in the courts, he had shown his opinion of the futility 


of the assertion of legal election, by recognizing and 
commissioning the opponent of each; and requesting 
that the official records, &c., should be transferred to 
said appointee. It is stated that these officers all hold 
their positions by virtue of the declaration of the Can. 
vassing Board,the certificate of the Secretary of State and 
the commission given by Gov. Chamberlain while his 
own title was undisputed; and that proceedings against 
them to test their right to their respective offices are 
now pending in the Supreme Court of the State. They 
will therefore decline to surrender their offices, until 
the quetion shall be legally decided. 

The Southern Hotel in St. Louis, Mo., one of the 
largest in the Mississippi Valley, was burned on the 
11th inst., the fire breaking out about 1 A. M. Eleven 
or twelve persons are known to have lost their lives, 
and some others are missing, who may possibly have 
escaped. 

In Louisiana, the Commission are_ understood to 
have completed their examination last week, and to 
have been since engaged in endeavoring to bring about 
an agreement between the opposing parties. The 
Nicholls Legislature has adopted resolutions approving 
the policy enunciated in the President’s inaugural ad- 
dress, declaring the purpose of their government to 
accept in good faith the 13th, 14th and 15th Constitu- 
tional amendments ; to enforce the law rigidly and im- 
partially, for the preservation of order and the protec- 
tion of the rights of all; to promote kindly relations 
between white and colored citizens; to maintain pub- 
lic schools by equal taxation and for the education of 
all classes; and to discountenance persecution for past 
litical conduct. The Nicholls House adopted a reso- 
ution on the 17th, proposing a reorganization of that 
body, declaring 15 Republican members to be now 
legally occupying seats, inviting 35 others to do the 
same, and asserting that 7 others will be admitted, sub- 
ject to contest; also promising that the organization 
thus made shall not be changed, nor the seven doubt- 
ful seats contested, until the next session. If this prop- 
osition be accepted, the House would contain 57 Re 
publicans and 62 Democrats. 

The Sioux of one village, numbering about 1000 
persons, of whom 300 were warriors, under Roman 
Nose and other cniefs, surrendered to Gen. Crook at 
the Spotted Tail Agency, on the 14th inst. Spotted 
Tail had shown the truth of his professions of peace- 
able intentions by inducing this band to come in, and 
himself accompanied them. 








